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Carriage of Dangerous Goods 
Ventilation Requirements 

 
 

EU rules for the carriage of dangerous goods by road are contained in the ADR 
international accord documents.  
 
These are then incorporated into British law by the "Carriage of Dangerous Goods and 
Use of Transportable Pressure Equipment Regulations 2007" ("CDG"). 
 
Specific rules concerning the ventilation of dangerous goods during transportation are 
found in ADR Section 7.5.11 (and CDG regulation 62 6a) under Code CV36 which states 
that: 
 

"CV36 Packages shall preferably be loaded in open or ventilated vehicles or 
open or ventilated containers.  
 

If this is not feasible and packages are carried in closed vehicles or containers, 
the cargo doors of the vehicles or containers shall be marked with the following 
in letters not less than 25MM high: WARNING NO VENTILATION OPEN WITH 
CARE. This shall be in a language considered appropriate by the consignor." 

 
The rules apply to all sizes of vehicles and in theory to any quantity of dangerous goods. 
 
The rules must be applied to vehicles where it is "feasible" to install ventilation.   
 
The use of warning signs is only permitted as an alternative to ventilation where vehicles 
are exceptionally or only very occasionally used for CV36 code goods or if there is some 
peculiar vehicle design feature, or if the proportion of the load with this code is very small. 
 
Code CV36 applies to goods that have the following UN numbers: 
 
UN 1001-1078, 1581/2, 1612,1749, 1858-60, 1911-3, 1951-84, 2034-6, 2044, 2187-2204, 
2417-24, 2451-4, 2534, 2548, 2591-2602, 2676, 3057, 3070, 3083, 3153-3163, 3220, 
3252, 3296-3300, 3303-3312, 3337-40, 3355-6, 3468. 
 
This list includes a wide range of common goods including for example: 
 

- Organic compounds 
 - Gases 
 - Liquefied petroleum gas 
 - Refrigerants 
 - Insecticides 
 - Fire extinguishers 
 
Full details of UN numbers are widely published on the web. 
 
It should be borne in mind that manufactured products containing one or more of these 
compounds (e.g. paints, tyres etc) can pose a similar hazard. 
 
If there is any uncertainty about which items a vehicle will be used to transport then 
the precautionary principle should apply and appropriate ventilation should be 
fitted. 


